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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN 
 
General History: 
 
Indo-Pakistan relations have historically been strained, starting with a violent end to the 1947 
partition of a British India, the Kashmir Issue, and other violent military confrontations. The 
recent issues in the Kashmir Region have only further strained the relations between the two 
states. Kashmir was Muslim-majority state led by the Hindu King Maharaja Hari Singh. At the 
time of the British Partition of India King Hari Singh wished to remain a neutral independent 
state and refused to join either India or Pakistan. Rumors of India gaining control of the Kashmir 
Region surfaced, and fearing an attack the Pakistani Government made the decision to send 
troops to the region in order to protect Pakistan. Operation Gulmarg started in October of 1947, 
design to free the people of Kashmir from an Indian invasion. The United Nations called for a 
ceasefire agreement between the states. This lead to the eventual division of  the Kashmir region. 
The region was divided into two states, giving each state half of the Kashmir Land. Since the 
division of the land, the Pakistani government has only engaged in defensive actions to protect 
the safety, peace and security of the people of both the Kashmir Region as well as the people of 
Pakistan.1 Most recently India has tested Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM), which are 
capable of reaching well into China and as far as Europe. This poses a security threat to Pakistan 
and its surrounding region, as well as a security threat to China, a long time ally and economic 
partner of Pakistan.2 With the recent increase in violence, and the recent testing of ICBMs, this 
issue has become a situation threatening the peace and security of the entire world. The Cabinet 
must decide unanimously how to approach this issue, with the respect for international peace and 
security while focusing on the goals of Pakistan.  
 
Cabinet History: 
 
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan gained independence on 14 August 1947 becoming a Federal 
Republic, and created the Cabinet of Pakistan as it currently stands. The cabinet has handed 
down many decisions on the issue of Indo-Pakistan relations, including those surrounding the 
Kashmir region. One from the National Assembly, echoing the views of the cabinet, stated: “Our 
view which we have repeatedly made public is that the question of accession in any disputed 
territory or State must be decided in accordance with wishes of people and we adhere to this 
view”3, meaning that the Cabinet wishes to respect the wishes and views of the people of 
Kashmir. The cabinet of Pakistan is modeled after a Westminster System, which is a democratic 
system of government where the cabinet does not often vote during a cabinet meeting. However 
during a crisis is it not uncommon for the cabinet to vote on various topics and proposals at hand. 
All cabinet decisions are made by consensus. If the cabinet cannot reach consensus the actions 
automatically fails. In consensus in the Westminster System also means that no one can abstain 
and have a bill or other action still pass. 4 
 

                                                
1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/south_asia/2002/india_pakistan/timeline/default.stm 
2 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2012/04/20124193146830195.html 
3 http://www.na.gov.pk/en/print.php?content.php&id=85 
4 http://www.nassauinstitute.org/articles/article652.php?view=print 



 

 

  
President: 
Current President: Asif Ali Zardari 
 
The president, in keeping with the constitutional provision that the state religion is Islam, must 
be a Muslim. Elected for a five-year term by an Electoral College. The Electoral College is 
comprised of the Senate, National Assembly, and the provincial assemblies. He may also be 
impeached and subsequently removed from office by a two-thirds majority vote by Parliament. 
The president generally acts on the advice of the Prime Minister but has important residual 
powers.5 One of the President’s residual powers—stemming from the legacy of General Zia—is 
contained in the Eighth Amendment and gives the president the power to dissolve the National 
Assembly: "in his discretion where, in his opinion a situation has arisen in which the 
Government of the Federation cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution and an appeal to the electorate is necessary”6. The President has power over the 
cabinet, as well as the Prime Minister, however his day-to-day duties do not often include 
parliamentary procedures (which are generally left up to the Prime Minister). The President 
however can reject bills or resolutions that the cabinet passes.7  
 
Prime Minister: 
Current Prime Minister: Yousuf Raza Gilani  
 
The Prime Minister of Pakistan is the head of the Pakistani Government and has the central chief 
of executive powers, as well as running government operations. The Prime Minister is also 
responsible for appointing the rest of the cabinet members. Gilani, the current Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, is not only responsible for the daily workings of the government but is also responsible 
for international relations, including but not limited to the act of engaging in war and peace, the 
protection of the state in regards to security, and the representation of Pakistan on bilateral 
negotiations. The Prime Minister often serves as representative to foreign nations as well. The 
president and a majority of the parliament appoint the Prime Minister. 8 
*If in the actual Pakistan Cabinet a new Prime Minister is chosen before this conference, the 
delegate representing the Prime Minister must adapt the position of the new Prime Minister. This 
delegate should be especially well versed in recent events regarding the Prime Minister’s 
position.  
 
Minister of Foreign Affairs: 
Current: Hina Rabbani Khar  
 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs is responsible for Pakistan’s foreign policies. The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs is also chief representative in Pakistan’s International relations. The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs advises the Prime Minister on different foreign issues, such as the current issue 
of the Kashmir region.  

                                                
5 http://www.infopak.gov.pk/structure_government.aspx 
6 http://www.president.gov.pk/index.php?lang=en&opc=2&sel=1 
7 http://www.nassauinstitute.org/articles/article652.php?view=print 
8 http://www.infopak.gov.pk/primeminister.aspx 



 

 

 
Minister of Defense: 
Current: Ahmad Mukhtar 
 
The Minister of Defense is tasked with coordinating and supervising all major government 
agencies and federal departments that directly relate to the national security of Pakistan and the 
Pakistan Defense Forces. The Minister also plays an integral role in creating and allocating the 
defense budget. The Minister is also responsible for taking actions to protect Pakistan from 
military and nonmilitary threats to national peace and security.  The Minister of Defense is 
responsible for providing Pakistan with strong military strategies and effective defense 
capabilities.9 
 
Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan/Northern Areas: 
Current: Mian Manzoor Ahmad Wattoo  
 
The Minister Of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan is responsible the creation and enforcement 
of policies of, or relating to the Kashmir region and the region of Gligit Baltisan. This delegate 
must also be prepared to provide advice in regards to Gligit Baltisan, if a crisis should arise. Both 
the Minister and the Secretary oversee the Department of Jammu and Kashmir Refugees 
Rehabilitation Organization and Northern Areas Transport Corporation. As the Minister of 
Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan, the Minister also becomes the Chief Executive of Northern 
Affairs and has the ability to exercise full powers of in regards to the Establishment Division and 
Financial Division for the Northern Areas.10  
 
Secretary of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan/Northern Areas: 
Current: Javed Iqbal  
 
The Secretary of Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas supports and often works in coordination 
with the Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan. The Secretary is the administrative 
head and principal accounting officer of the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan. 
(For additional information refer to Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gligit Baltisan.)  
 
Minister of Finance, Revenue, Planning and Development, Economic Affairs and Statistics: 
Current: Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 
 

                                                
9 http://www.mod.gov.pk/ 
10 
http://202.83.164.25/wps/portal/Mokana/!ut/p/c1/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os_hQN
68AZ3dnIwML82BTAyNXTz9jE0NfQwNfA_1wkA6zeAMcwNEAIo_LBEMTfT-
P_NxU_YLs7DRHR0VFAOqIGrI!/dl2/d1/L0lDU0lKSWdrbUEhIS9JRFJBQUlpQ2dBek15cXc
hL1lCSkoxTkExTkk1MC01RncvN19VRkpQQ0dDMjBPVVFFMDJFVDlGTVBKMzBPMi9L
MnJfXzEwMQ!!/?WCM_PORTLET=PC_7_UFJPCGC20OUQE02ET9FMPJ30O2_WCM&W
CM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/wps/wcm/connect/MokanaCL/ministry/highlights/00about+divisio
n  



 

 

The Finance Minister of Pakistan is the sole cabinet member responsible for finance decisions 
and policies for all of Pakistan. The goal of the Minister of Finance to promote economic growth 
and activities in Pakistan, as well as shying away from actions which would cost the state more 
than necessary. The Finance Division deals with the subjects pertaining to finance of the Federal 
Government and financial matters affecting the country as a whole, preparation of annual budget 
statements and supplementary/excess budget statements for the consideration of the parliament 
accounts and audits of the Federal Government Organization. Moreover, the Finance Division 
maintains financial discipline through financial advisors organization attached to each 
Ministry/Division, etc. 
 
Minister of Communications: 
Current: Dr. Arbab Alamgir 
 
The Minister of Communications is responsible for analyzing, formulating and functioning the 
central policy on communications and the transportation sector in the country. Ministry of 
Communications also functions as a central policy-making and administrative authority on 
Communications and Transport Sector in the Country. 
 
Minister of Interior and Internal Security: 
Current: Rehman Malik  
 
The minister of Interior and Internal Security is responsible for maintaining peace and security 
within the borders of Pakistan. This position at the moment focuses mainly on the violent 
conflicts that often arise in the Kashmir region of Pakistan.  
 
Minister of Defense Production: 
Current: Lt. General Shahid Iqbal 
 
The Minister of Defense Production is responsible for the production and manufacturing of all 
defense related materials. Including but not limited to the manufacturing of ammunition, guns, 
and tanks. Primary responsibility of this Division is to provide a coordinated base for self-
reliance in the production of defense stores and materials. The primary goal of the Minister of 
Defense Production is to supply the Pakistan Defense Forces and the Minister of Defense with 
the proper tools to defend Pakistan.  
 
 Minister of Human Rights: 
 Current: Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar 
 
The Pakistani Minister of Human Rights is responsible for all human rights issues in Pakistan, 
especially pertaining to legislation and regulations. The Minister of Human Rights must also 
report to the Prime Minister and President. The Minister of Human Rights also advises the 
Cabinet on international issues of the human rights that may concern Pakistan as well as issues of 
human rights within the country.11  
 

                                                
11 http://www.mohr.gov.pk/mandate.htm 



 

 

Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs: 
Current: Senator Farooq Hamid Naek  
 
The Law & Justice Division tenders advice to all the Federal Government on legal and 
constitutional questions as well as the provincial Government on legal and legislative matters. It 
also deals with drafting, scrutiny and examination of bills, all legal instruments, international 
agreements, adoption of existing laws to bring them in conformity with the Constitution, legal 
proceedings and litigation through Pakistan concerning the federal government and other several 
subjects. Consultation with the Attorney General, administrative control of two Autonomous 
Bodies, and a number of Courts work as Sub-ordinate offices located in various cities of the 
country. The Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs is responsible for advising the 
Federal Government, The President, The Prime Minister and The Cabinet on issue of law and 
justice. This position has no authority other than voting. 12 
 
Minister of Ports and Shipping: 
Current: Senator Babar Khan Ghauri 
 
The Minister of Ports and Shipping is responsible for policies, regulations, and legislations of/or 
relating to ports and shipping in Pakistan. The Minister of Ports and Shipping will need to focus 
on ports that lie along or near the border with other countries, as these ports have in the past been 
the focus of threats to attack or disturb from neighboring countries. The Minister of Ports and 
Shipping must advise the cabinet as a whole on the safety and security of the ports, as well as the 
how the ports are operating. The minister of Ports and Shipping is an advisory position.  
 
Minister of Science and Technology: 
Current: Mir Changez Khan Jamali 
 
The Minister of Science and Technology advises the cabinet, as well as the President on the topic 
of Science and Technology. The Ministry of Science and Technology was created for the 
purpose of coordination and implementation of national science and technology policy; 
promotion and coordination of research and utilization of the results of research; development, 
production and utilization of nuclear energy; and coordination of utilization of scientific and 
technological manpower. The Minister of Science and Technology works with the Minister of 
Defense and the Minister of Defense Production in part on working to create and oversee the 
development of new military technology. The Minister of Technology is an advisory position. 13 
 

Minister of National Food Security and Research: 
Current: Mir. Israrullah Zehri  
 
The Minister of National Food Security and Research is President and Chair of the Pakistan 
Agriculture Research Council. The Minister reports to the Cabinet on issues of food security and 
the research beyond sustainable farming practices. The Minister of National Food Security and 

                                                
12 http://www.molaw.gov.pk/ 
13 http://www.most.gov.pk/ 



 

 

Research is an advisory position, however the position often instrumental in creating policies 
surround food security and sustainable farming.14 
 
Minister of Housing and Works: 
Current: Makhdoom Syed Faisal Saleh Hayat  
 
The Minister of Housing and Works is responsible for acquisition and development of sites as 
well as construction and maintenance of Federal Government buildings. The Minister of Housing 
and Works also works at the civil level, especially in the recreating of houses destroyed by war 
or violence. The Minister of Housing and Works is an advisory position.15 
 
Minister of Religious Affairs: 
Current: Syed Khursheed Shah 
 
The Ministry of Religious Affairs is responsible for the pilgrimages many Pakistani citizens 
embark upon outside of Pakistan. Muslim pilgrims visit India for Ziarat and Saudi Arabia for 
Umra & Hajj. The Minister is responsible for the welfare and safety of pilgrims and zairines. The 
main activities also include research based Islamic studies such as holding of conferences and 
seminars, training education of Ulemas and Khateebs , and coordinating the exchange of visits of 
Islamic scholars from foreign and international institutions. This Ministry also performs 
activities like management of Ruit-e-Hilal, Dawah , council of Islamic Ideology, and infant and 
minor adoption laws. There are six subordinate offices working as Directorates of Hajj of this 
Ministry and two autonomous bodies (Council of Islamic Ideology and Pakistan Madrassah 
Education Board). The minister of Religious Affairs is to advise the Cabinet about any religious 
affairs issues, especially pertaining the violation of Islamic laws. This position is advisory.16 
 
Endnotes:  
 
All information about the ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense, Kashmir Affairs and Gligit 
Baltisan, Kashmir Affairs and Northern States, Finance, Communications, Interior and Internal 
Security, and Defense Production (anyone that does not have a footnote) came from one source 
listed below:  
http://www.infopak.gov.pk/ministers.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
14 http://www.parc.gov.pk/1SubDivisions/ParcHQ/admsetup.html 
15 http://www.housing.gov.pk/ 
16 
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